Document analysis
1. Aim of the assignment

The aim of the assignment is twofold. First of all to allow course participants to engage in small research for relevant document, look through websites, read, analyze and finally choose an appropriate and interesting document.

The second aim is to ‘touch’ history, i.e. read an original document from the time and area discussed within the course. Sources are the base of social and human sciences. We construct our narrative based on evidence (sources) left by our predecessors. In searching for and analyzing course participants get a chance to meet with original documents and – possibly – get a better feeling for the epoch studied and have a better understanding of the discussed problems. Documents supplement and enrich textbooks, where the analysis has already been done. In doing this we may find out that our analysis is different from that of established scholars. 
2. Choice of a document

There is no special and specific guidance referring to the selection of the document. It needs to be within the scope of the course and it would be better if it were available to anyone to read online. Thus for the “Cold War” course the documents must address issues of the widely understood Cold War and nations involved. The Yalta Agreement or Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact do not fall within this course (even if they were mentioned during lectures), while various documents on Prague Spring 1968, McCarthyism, Cuban Crisis or Solidarity do. For the course on “Reformation in England” the document should refer to religious or social issues of English church transformations after 1534, or e.g. Wycliffe and his works. For “Poland in Central Europe in the 20th century” documents should touch CE history in appropriate time.

There is no limit as far as the size and character of the document is concerned. It may be the “Treaty of Versailles”, or song lyrics by Bob Dylan/Janice Joplin, a theater play or a press release. It may even be a poster, or a film.
3. Analysis and essay

There is no particular word count requested. The essay should discuss the document, have an introduction, body and conclusion. It may be 300 words, but also 1000 words. Whatever appears to be appropriate and necessary. 

Having chosen the document clear your mind of what you know about its life and – possibly – consequences it brought. Put yourself in a position of someone, who sees it for the first time and only has the background information available through the mass media of the time, when the document was produced. 
Prepared to analyze the document:

a/ what is the format of the document (treaty, analysis, report, interview etc.)

b/ what are the circumstances of the document being ‘produced’

c/ who produced it and what was the aim of producing it

d/ what are its contents – IMPORTANT – do not analyze them, but describe them: e.g. writing about the NATO Treaty do not analyze every point in detail, but indicate, what the contents are devoted to (cooperation in defense of signatories territories)

e/ what was the significance of the document in the moment, when it was produced (i.e. in illo tempore, not today and not the consequences of its production)

f/ sum up shortly your analysis.

With your analysis please provide the link to the document. Use footnotes when quoting, otherwise they are not necessary. You may provide a short reading list/bibliography.
